Herpes simplex virus type 2 infection associated with urinary retention in the absence of genital lesions.
A 14-year-old boy had inguinal lymphadenitis and associated urinary retention; herpetic genital and anal lesions were absent. Lymph node biopsy established the presence of infection with herpes simplex virus type 2. We recommend that this infection be considered in the differential diagnosis of adolescent patients with urinary retention and constipation, even when the diagnostic clue provided by genital ulcers is absent.